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Thank you for your enquiry about the Council for World Mission (CWM) Academic Accompaniment Programme. The application process will require time and detailed attention, so if you are to proceed to make application, you should talk with your Church General Secretary (or designated authority) and assemble the documentation methodically.

The Academic Accompaniment Programme (AAP) provides for further education. 
Such opportunities are used by member churches to:

· Build up or upgrade a theological faculty
· Develop new leaders
· Acquire specific skills for emerging challenges in mission

AAP is an integral part of CWM’s commitment to accompany member churches in capacity-building for mission. It offers Masters and Doctoral Research in theological education and associated studies to be undertaken for missional outcomes.
Supporting the development of a diversity of scholars: 
Churches nominating applicants for the Academic Accompaniment Programme are reminded that CWM has a firm goal to support 50% women candidates. Churches should submit no less than 1/3 of women among their nominees. Special consideration is given to applicants from the ‘margin’ of stratified societal order including women, sexual minorities, ethnic minorities, and people with disabilities.
APPLICATIONS - There are two application intakes each year:
January 21 – March 15 (for decision by end-June) and 
June 21 – August 15 (for decision by end-November)

Applications should be sent to empowerment@cwmission.org 
Completed applications must be received by March 15 or August 15 to be able to be considered for that cohort. Late applications will need to be resubmitted for the following intake.
Once received, the application is considered in the following way:
i. Only Applications endorsed by the Member Church, with completed attached documents will be processed
ii. Evaluation of application and checking of institution, suitability of programme (against goals of capacity development plan), budget justifications, viability
iii. Advice is sought from Regional CWM staff and educational contacts
iv. Applications are brought to Programmes Team for advice ad endorsement
v. Applications are brought to Management Team for consideration and endorsement
vi. Applications are brought to the Board of Directors for consideration and decision
vii. Memorandum of Understanding and Documentation is prepared and sent to Member Church and Applicant. 




The Special Academic Accompaniment Programme (SAAP) 
also helps to promote pathbreaking studies and research (short and long term) relevant to emerging challenges to the mission of the church. This programme explicitly accommodates applicants and issues that are normally not addressed through AAP in partnership with selected renowned academic institutions or approved institutions/ supervisors.
SAAP scholars are expected to participate in CWM programmes and activities when available and will contribute their scholarship through written contributions to CWM publications OR in person contributions at events.
SAAP applications should demonstrate clear research linkages to CWM programmatic themes.  
Please contact empowerment@cwmission.org for further information.
BEFORE applying, it is important for the applicant to have a well-developed proposal based on some engagement with relevant literature. Applicants should have some experience in research
Completed Applications generally take around three months to process.
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